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guileless, and unsophisticated man. There never was a greater
mistake. Beneath a smooth surface of candor, and apparent
declaration of all his thoughts and feelings, he exercised the
most exalted tact, and the widest discrimination. ... In deal-
ing with men he was a trimmer, and such a trimmer as the
world has never seen." l

Herndon in his "Lincoln," at page 471, says: " He had a way
of pretending to assure his visitor that in the choice of his
advisers he was free to act as Ms judgment dictated, although
David Davis, acting as his manager at the Chicago Conven-
tion, had negotiated with the Pennsylvania and Indiana dele-
gations, and assigned places in the Cabinet to Simon Cameron
and Caleb Smith, besides making other arrangements which
Mr. Lincoln was expected to satisfy."                                                                       jj i

Another popular mistake is to suppose Mr. Lincoln free                                 1 j

from ambition. A more ardent-seeker after office never existed.                                 1f,

From the time when, at the age of twenty-three, he announced
himself a candidate for the legislature from Sangamon County,
till his death, he was almost constantly either in office, or strug-
gling to obtain one. Sometimes defeated and often successful,
he never abandoned the desire for office till he had reached the
presidency the second time. Swett says, "He was much more
eager for it [a second nomination] than for the first," and such
was known to his intimate friends to be the fact, though his
manner to the public would have indicated that he was indif-
ferent to a second nomination. When first a candidate for the
presidency Mr. Herndon tells us, "He wrote to influential
party workers everywhere," promising money to defray the
expenses of delegates to the convention favoring his nomina-
tion.

While ardently devoted to the Union, Mr. Lincoln had no
well-defined plan for saving it, but suffered things to drift,
watching to take advantage of events as they occurred. He was
a judge of men and knew how to use them to advantage. He
brought into his Cabinet some of the ablest men in the nation,
and left to them the management of their respective depart-
ments. This country never had an abler head of the Treasury
Department than Salmon P. Chase. To his skillful manage-
ment of the finances the country was indebted for the means
1 Herndon's Life of Lincoln, 587, 538.a frank,greatest of all. It is true that the rebels were
